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School context & key features  

• The Maudsley and Bethlem Hospital School typically caters for pupils age 4-19 years who are patients of the  
Maudsley or Bethlem Hospitals.  By definition, all our pupils have psychological illnesses that affect their 
learning and their ability to function appropriately and successfully in the community.

• Our intake is very diverse geographically.  In 2021 we received a varying proportion of pupils from the local 
community (4 per cent), the region (69 per cent) and nationally (27 per cent).  These pupils were from 37 
different local authorities.

• The essence of this school is that each pupil’s individual needs are accurately analysed and provided for in 
individualised learning programmes.  No two pupils are the same and, within the context of groups and 
lessons, each pupil’s needs are met so that they can make the maximum progress possible, given their 
illnesses.  The length of time that they are with us is determined by the hospital.

• At the time of admission many pupils’ engagement with education is in jeopardy. The average percentage 
across the school of pupils in education on admission is 44 per cent.  We aim to re-engage those young 
people and by the time of discharge the percentage engaged in education has risen to 83 per cent.

• We work to maximise the successful return to education, employment or training on discharge.

• The school is made up of seven services units spread over two sites, nine miles apart.
• As a hospital school with ill patients and an average pupil mobility of 304%, we do not figure on any Ofsted 

data report.  However, we have developed extensive assessments and data analysis that give comparable 
information to the IDSR. This is used to measure our impact as a school and to identify emerging areas for 
development.

• This SEF reflects the school outside the time of Covid: not all statements will apply all of the time where 
activities have been curtailed or constrained.

• The rate of mobility has remained relatively stable. However, the rate of pupil progress has been sustained.
(see progress data on the school’s website)

• The age range is a variable – we have provision for EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) through to Sixth Form 
but not all provision is used all the time: there has been one early years pupil in at least 18 years.

• All pupils have a level of psychological difficulty that, for most, requires in-patient treatment.
• Pupils have a wide range of abilities across all ages.  Analysis of our baseline data (the WRAT assessment) 

shows that we have pupils with a far wider range of skills on intake than would be found in the general 
school-age population.  Before their attendance at our school a significant proportion of our pupils were poor 
attenders at their home school.

• Pupil numbers vary on almost a daily basis. Pupils may be admitted for as little as a few days or atypically for 
over a year.  By the nature of the challenges faced by our pupils, admissions are often of an emergency nature 
with the school knowing nothing more than a pupil’s name on arrival. Discharge can be similarly sudden with 
teachers planning individual learning for pupils for the next day, only to find that the pupil has left.  As an 
admission to the school is not led by education, we rarely receive standards or progress data when pupils are 
admitted and all pupils are therefore baseline tested in Maths, English, and their well-being and, after two 
weeks, their functioning in class.

• Pupils have a very wide range of abilities; pupil intake is solely a health service decision and not one



based upon educational need.  However, many of the pupils are confronted by considerable barriers to 
learning. 

• The following table, based the hospitals’ information, is provided for ease of access to basic information
about our seven services spread over two sites:

Department Location Age range Number of students (day) 

Primary Middle  Bethlem 4-12 8 

High Dependency Unit 
(Primary Middle +) 

Bethlem 4-12 2 

Secondary / Post 16 Bethlem 12-18 12 (4) 

Psychiatric Intensive 
Care Unit 

Bethlem 12-18 8 

Snowsfields Maudsley 12-18 11 (3) 

Enhanced Treatment 
Service 

Maudsley 12-18 15 

Intensive Treatment 
Programme (ITP) 

Maudsley 12-18 (15) 

.  
In addition, we provide for adolescents up to the age of 19 on adult wards.  

• Mental Health has been a category of Special Educational Need under the Code of Practice since
September 2014.

• In response to changing needs, two new services have been introduced. Several services are now
tailored to meet specific needs rather than the general needs of a particular age group.  For example,
the Enhanced Treatment Service, which works to secure successful integration while participating in the
programme in the school.


